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Robert Tucker

Doctoral Candidate

Department of Anthropology and Archaeology
University of Pennsylvania

May 24, 2005

Some Thoughts With Regard to the Program for Teaching Lakhon Chatri at the

Rachwinit Matiyom

From June, 2004 through February, 2005, | had the good fortune to be invited
by Ajaan Suporn to observe a group of students from the Rachwinit Matiyom as they
studied aspects of the Thai dance/drama style of lakhon chatri (concentrating
particularly on the singing of bot wai khru and on the dancing of the ram sad chatri—
also known as the ram sad na tiang-- traditionally performed as part of the
introductory sequence required before a specific reuang, or drama, is to be
performed). This was an excellent opportunity for me in a variety of respects, both
for gaining knowledge about lakhon chatri and also for observing aspects of Thai
culture illustrated by teacher/student relationships. To begin with, | was able to
observe Mrs. Buasai Tuansinghakij as she instructed this group of students in the ram
sad chatri of lakhon chatri. Mrs. Buasai is the daughter of Mr. Thongbai
Reuangnonth, who is recognized as a National Artist in lakhon chatri (the only such
artist so recognized), and who also periodically attended these early morning teaching
sessions. Mrs. Buasai also offered myself and Ajaan Suporn the opportunity to record
sung verses of the bot wai khru of Mr. Thongbai’s troupe and to record (both as
photographs and as video) the twelve fundamental dance-gestures/steps of the ram
sad chatri (with regard to the latter, it was especially helpful for me to have the
chance to see the dance-sequence broken down and taught as smaller sets of
movements). In observing lakhon chatri as staged by members of Mr. Thongbai’s

troupe, one can clearly see the past influences on this style from the south of



Thailand. In performances of lakhon for purposes of kae bon, such influences are
much less clearly demonstrated—this is one reason why Mr. Thongbai maintains that
lakhon performed for kae bon in contemporary central Thailand is not truly lakhon
chatri.

In addition to this opportunity to observe instruction by Mrs. Buasai, Ajaan
Suporn’s kind invitation also offered me the chance to observe generally aspects of
Thai culture apparent in the relations among teachers and students, as well as in
aspects of methods of instruction in traditional Thai art-forms. | think the latter issue
has been particularly useful for my research, as it has helped me gain insight into the
degree to which instruction in traditional genres of Thai dance is very much based
upon “learning through doing,” dependent especially on learning through continual
practice of certain fundamental movements. In addition, | should note that it was very
interesting for me to see how Ajaan Suporn and Mrs. Buasai quickly were able to
ascertain the relative strengths and weaknesses of particular students with regard to
performing this dance/drama style and organize students correspondingly into
separate sub-groups, which offered all students the opportunity to participate while
emphasizing students’ particular strengths. This method saw fruition in a successful
performance as part of a February cultural show attended by the faculty and students
of Rachwinit Matiyom.

| would like to thank Ajaan Suporn, Mrs. Buasai, Mr. Thongbai (and all the
members of his troupe), as well as all the faculty at Rachwinit Matiyom, for inviting
me to observe these teaching sessions and for helping me during the course of my
observations. The recordings | was able to make of the singing of bot wai khru and

the dancing of ram sad chatri will be invaluable for my research. Additionally,



though, these chances to observe generally a Thai teaching and learning environment

may prove equally valuable for my research.
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